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went to prohibitive levels, Egyptian spinners found them-
selves forced to experiment with other supplies of fine
cotton, and had conspicuous success with certain of the
best varieties of American long staple Upland cotton, espe-
cially those known as "Peelers" and "Benders/' grown
in the Mississippi Delta (see page 33). For many purposes,
including even mercerizing, which had long been supposed
to be exclusively confined to Egyptian, these long staple
American varieties proved themselves almost as good as
Egyptian, but, unfortunately, the boll weevil reached
the Mississippi Delta in 1909-10 and the supply of these
long staple varieties quickly disappeared. Their place
was taken, however, to a certain extent by improved
varieties of early. maturing Upland cottons, some of
which, through careful breeding, attained a staple of
i J in.; and since the War these new varieties have played
a very important part in taking the place of Uppers when
Egyptian prices went to excessively high figures.
Finally, it is necessary to include in this first grade,
though towards the lower end of it, much of the Peruvian
cotton, a considerable amount of the best Brazilian, and
some of the best of the new African cottons.
Grade 2. The great bulk of the world's cotton supply,
however, consists of the ordinary American Upland crop,
which still amounts to about ,58 per cent of the whole
world's crops. This has, of course, no rival in the matter
of quantity, but there are various'smaller crops which
are round about the same quality (e.g. Brazilian, West
African, Russian, Asia Minor, and, in recent years, some
of the improved varieties of Indian cotton). Some of the
Chinese crop may also be included in this grade.
Grade 3. The greater part of the Indian crop is in a
grade by itself, of a very short staple and inferior quality.
It is little used in Lancashire, but is largely employed in
the local mills of India, in Japan, and also in most of
the Continental spinning countries. Similar to the Indian
crop in quality are certain of the native varieties of
Russian cotton. Finally, the great unknown of the cotton